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The Challenge of Writing for Children

Basic Dos and Don’ts In Your Writing

1. Less is more — Say as much as you can with a few words as possible. Avoid the over-use of adverbs.
2. Use active verbs – Avoid the use of boring verbs.     

3. Use dialogue – Dialogue makes the people and stories come alive (show don’t tell).     

4. He said/she said tag lines – Tag lines (dialogue attribution) tell the reader who is speaking. 
5. Punctuation – Use proper punctuation. Do not get cutesy and creative with extra punctuation marks!?!?!! 
6. Use concrete nouns – Children do not understand abstract words or words that are concepts. 

7. Use specific and descriptive language – Create pictures with your words. 

8. Avoid metaphors – Children are literal. 

9. Age-appropriate vocabulary – Avoid words that are too advanced for young children. 
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10. Rhythm and Rhyme – Master rhythm and rhyme if you want to write in verse.
11. Spend time with children – Learn how they think and talk.
12. Know the subgenres – From board books to chapter books and everything in between. Knowing the subgenres helps you to be more prolific and write for a variety of ages. 
An Overview of Genres for Children Ages 0-12
1.  BOARDBOOKS (0-2, 0-3, 0-4) [Currently popular and in demand]
Format: hardcover picture books with sturdy pages and illustrations  
Length: 12-32 pages/1-20 words per page
Themes: daily routines/concept books/animals/family/prayer/holiday  
Vocabulary: common and specific nouns and verbs/age-appropriate language
***Write text that engages the reader (kids toys) Pat the Bunny
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2.  TODDLER/PRESCHOOL PICTURE BOOKS (2-4, 3-5, 3-6)
Format: hardcover or paperback picture books/illustrations 



       Length: 12-24-32 pages/10-30 words per page  
Themes: animals/friends/family/concept books/nature/emotions/holidays/spiritual/moral
       Vocabulary: strong nouns and verbs/playful/interactive/sounds--onomatopoeia 
       ***Word Play rather than story or plot:  “I walk in the country what do I see a fuzzy buzzy bumble bee. A hoppity toad by the side of the road and a black and white cow that moos at me. Moo, moo cow, hop-hop toad, buzz buzz, fuzzy bumble bee.” 
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3.  PICTURE BOOK – FICTION (3-6, 4-8)  [Not in demand-hard to get published]
Format: hardcover or paperback books/stand-alone story/full color illustrations 


      Length: 24-32-48-64 pages/10-100 words per page/500-900 words per story 
      Themes: friends/adventure/family/emotions/holidays/spiritual/moral 

      Vocabulary: strong nouns and verbs/complete sentences and paragraphs/dialogue
       Plot: simple but complete/few characters/jump into story (no intro) Sam got on the yellow bus, Sam was new in town. He didn’t know where he should go or where he should sit down.
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4. PICTURE BOOK – NONFICTION (3-6, 4-8) [STEM—STEAM]
Format: hardcover or paperback books/stand-alone story/full color illustrations 


       Length: 24-32-48-64 pages/10-100 words per page/500-800 words per story 

       Themes: friends/adventure/family/emotions/holidays/spiritual/moral 

       Vocabulary: strong nouns and verbs/complete sentences and paragraphs/dialogue
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5.  BOOKS FOR BEGINNING READERS (4-8) Fiction/Nonfiction—looks easy but very challenging
Format: paperback/series/illustrations 



Length: 32-48 pages depending on reading level/250-600 words per story/3-10 lines per page. 
       Themes: friendships/adventure/family/emotions/holidays/spiritual/moral       

       Vocabulary: Short sentences using sight words/natural dialogue/simple vocabulary


       Plot: simple but complete/interesting but few characters/chronological order
       ***Be creative while writing to a formula
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6. DEVOTIONS AND BIBLE STORY BOOKS FOR KIDS---All Genres
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7. FIRST CHAPTER BOOKS (5-8)  

             Format: paperback/series
        Length: 52-78 pages/50-100 words per page/3000-5000 words per book/6-10 chapters 
             Themes: family/friends/school/neighborhood/mysteries 

             Vocabulary: mix of simple and compound sentences/dialogue/natural language/more  

             challenging words than learn to read books 

             Plot: More complex than beginning readers/engaging/humorous
8. MIDDLE GRADE READERS (8-12) 

             Format: paperback/series

Length: 100-290 pages/50-200 words per page/8000-15,000 words per book/10-20     chapters 

     
Themes: family/friends/school/mysteries/science fiction/fantasy 

     
Vocabulary: more use of compound sentences/dialogue/more challenging words  

     
Plot: More complex/suspense
9. OTHER SUB-GENRES for Children: 
      Biography picture books


      Graphic Novels
      Hi-low Books
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